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Holy Eucharist is celebrated at 10:30 a.m. on Sunday. A nursery is provided.

Our mission is to know God, love God, and serve others.

Rector’s Message

Siobhán Patterson

Dear All,
This month we will celebrate two (possibly
three) baptisms. Landon Jeffery Wallace,
son of Jeff and Karyn and grandson of
Steve and Dana Riedeman, will be baptized
at the 10:30am service on Sunday,
November 6th, and Brock Franklin Nichols,
son of Bruce and Allison and grandson of
Rick and Ann Heim, will be baptized on
Saturday, November 26th in the evening
(time still TBD). Including Landon and
Brock, we have TEN baptisms so far this
year, and we may have a few more before
the year is up. This is definitely news to
rejoice in as it points to increased life in the
Church and commitment to Christ!
This month, we will also receive a visit
from The Rev. Zach Drennen, founder and
director of the Elewana Education Project in
Kenya (for more information on the Elewana
Education Project
visit http://www.elewana.org/). Zach will
preach at the 10:30am service on Sunday,
November

20th. During announcement time, we will
present Zach with a check from the
Pampered Chef fundraiser and donations
that have already been made. The loose
offering on the 20th will also be donated to
the Elewana Education Project, so you may
make a donation at that time. We will have
a luncheon in Patterson Parish Hall after
the service, and Zach will give a
presentation and answer any questions you
have. The luncheon will be a "Pot Luck", so
I invite everyone to bring their favorite dish
to share.
I hope everyone has a wonderful
Thanksgiving holiday with family and
friends. Please remember Christ Church as
you give thanks for the blessings in your
lives, as we have a lot to be thankful for
here at Christ Church.

Faithfully,
Siobhán+
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Vestry Contact Information

If you have any issues you would like to discuss, please feel free to contact one of the vestry members.
Vestry Member
Barb Barkley
Lisa Capsey-Baker
Beth Greely
Bruce Hamilton
Lenin Leon
Gary Metheny
David Blake
Tara Steed
Laura Withers-Boyles

Phone Number
304-366-7149
304-363-7134
304-367-0182
304-363-1020
304-363-7140
304-366-2033
304-363-4765
304-296-5393
304-363-2295

Email Address
bbbarlar@aol.com
slhmbaker@hotmail.com
bethgr@rocketmail.com
bruce6147@aol.com
leninjleon@gmail.com
garymetheny@comcast.net
tls.email@yahoo.com
dds1910@aol.com

Attendance &
Financial Report
September 2011
Week 1 … 38
Week 2 … 78
Week 3 … 50
Week 4 … 70
Sunday Service Average - 59
August Expense - $18,648.15
August Offering - $ 8,759.45

Senior Warden Report

Barbara Barkley

I would like to share this article from The Rev. Canon Donald K. Vinson…

Don’t Give!
Of course, I don’t’ really mean ‘don’t give.’ I mean, ‘Don’t give--MUCH!’ It’s your money. You
earned it, out of your own skill, your own time, your own strength, and your own effort. No one helped
you. No one gave you anything . You are a self-made person, and you did it all by yourself. When did
any door open for you that you did not bust open for yourself? Don’t ever let anyone chip away at that
assurance, and get you to thinking that you actually got a leg up somehow, by the family or even country
you were born into, or the help and attention, or opportunities, your family, teachers, or others gave you,
or any God-given gifts, skills, or even personality traits you may have been blessed with. You’re you!
You earned it! Take the credit!
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You will give something, because you are a member of the church. Just in case. If there is a
hell, well, the company there might be more fun, but if the church folks are right about it, the climate is not
so great, and the work conditions are not exactly white-collar—so, on the whole, if there is a heaven, you
might as well go, if you can’t live forever. You are aware that you’ve never seen a hearse towing a U-haul
trailer. At least they won’t be shaking you down for money in heaven—not that there would be anything
fun to spend it on!
But DON’T hand in a pledge card. Who knows what catastrophe may strike during the coming
year, or what neat new thing you might want to spend your money on? There’s probably a wall-sized
LED TV in production somewhere, and you know you gotta have it. Also, you’d have to give, then, every
week or month, not just when you actually attend church.
No, you want to contribute only when you are present to place your gift in the offering, and others
can see you do it. Here’s what I recommend: look in your purse or wallet, and see what is the smallest
denomination bill you have in there. If it is a dollar, you could give two and look extra generous. But be
sure to fold them several times so that the numbers don’t show. A five is about right for a single-bill
donation. Never, under any circumstances, go to church with only a bill larger than twenty alone in your
wallet. Even the twenty is for desperate circumstances. You know you are not going to put that fifty in, so
then you’d be unable to place anything into the offering plate at all, if it’s all you have, and someone
would be bound to see that. The change in your pocket is fine, though, as long as there is an envelope in
the pew you can place it in, to cut down on that comical and embarrassing clatter in the plate--although
they must be expecting change, because they have that velvet pad in the bottom of the basin. (And in the
above instance, when you just don’t have any cash appropriate for a church offering, just hand in the
empty offering envelope—without your name on it, of course.)
If you can swing it --like if you listened to announcements or read the newsletter at the right time
to know when the Pledge Sunday would be-- stay home that day. Otherwise, you might panic or
succumb to guilt and pressure, and hand in a card. That would result in lasting grief for you.
In fact, don’t go to any stewardship programs or meetings. They are just not worth the free food.
(See how clever these people are, how manipulative? They know all our weaknesses and they exploit
them shamelessly.) You know they’re going to talk about money—your money. It will be cheaper for
you, seriously, to buy your own lunch.
If you do accidentally get exposed to some teaching on Stewardship, don’t let them get you to
begin to think of Stewardship in terms of other areas of life beyond just money. It’s a process of contagion
and indoctrination, just a technique for tricking you into thinking that money is just another aspect of life,
and that God is somehow involved in that.
Or, alternatively (and this will work almost as well), if they are talking about all that other life stuff,
don’t let anyone bring money into the circle—if you can keep the focus on health, time, gifts, environment,
not money, you can save thousands.
In the area of health—you’re doing the best you can. It’s mostly genetic anyway. You take your
prescriptions. You watch your weight, so you can fit into your skinny jeans. (And you know fat people
don’t get promoted.) So you’re taking care of yourself.
Time—what time? You don’t have any to spare. You hardly have time for a round of golf or a day
of shopping, and you certainly don’t have time for any kind of activity that might be called “ministry.”
Talents, gifts—that’s an easy one, you don’t have any. Oh, sure, you have education, you have
knowledge, you have skills. But those are yours, not God’s. Don’t let that camel stick its nose under your
tent flap!
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Concerning the environment—you don’t litter. What more can anyone expect? It isn’t as if you
have any control over anything. How could anyone reasonably expect you to involve yourself in any
ecological advocacy that could possibly reduce the value of your stock portfolio, even temporarily? Sure,
it’s ironic, if you think about it, that one can take total credit for every aspect of one’s own success—none
for God--and yet take no responsibility at all for the impact on the earth, of the economy that produced
that success—lay it all on God—but don’t think about that. That sort of thinking is for wishy-washy,
mamby-pamby, milque-toast people. You know that human activity cannot affect God’s creation: that is
a theological principle, a matter of religious faith! And you are a religious person. Be strong!
So don’t put up with any talk about stewardship at any time of year other than the annual pledge
drive, when it is a hard-to-avoid annoyance. You know it’s all about pledging, anyway, and if they spread
it out, you may have difficulty avoiding the subject, or preventing “topic creep,” the expansion of the
subject of stewardship beyond money and into other unrelated areas of life, which can be awkward.
Now this is very important: Don’t look at your own giving history. It’s depressing, if you are
susceptible to that sort of navel-gazing. The only reason you would need to know your total giving would
be to deduct it from your income taxes, but if you follow the rest of my suggestions carefully, you won’t
give enough to make any significant difference anyway, so that is not really important to you.
Above all, don’t figure the amount of your giving as a percentage of your income. That is one of
their sneaky traps to make us feel guilty. Guilt is bad for you! It is stressful and unhealthy. The shock, if
you are in a vulnerable moment, could put you in the hospital. It could be dangerous to your health, and
hospitalization would certainly be dangerous to your pocket-book.
When you let someone, or even yourself, lay guilt on you, you get to a point where the only cure
would be, a) to stop doing what is making you feel guilty, and b) ask God or the person you wronged to
forgive you. Since you have no intention to stop looking out for number one, and you’re much too proud
and self-sufficient to seek forgiveness, by all means avoid feeling guilt at all times, even if it keeps you
away from church and Sunday School for months at a time.
Thinking about giving in terms of percentage is fraught with other, more practical dangers. Keep
it at the fund-raising level. Demand to know exactly what is the minimum amount the church needs to
keep the lights on and the doors open—no raises, no extra staff, no frills! Fix the furnace when it breaks.
Patch the roof when it leaks, not before. People who work for the church want to live simply and make
sacrifices, so it is only charitable on your part to help them do it.
Remember—if everyone did give proportionally, particularly if everyone tithed, your congregation
would have a brand new and unheard of problem: what to do with a large sum of excess money. You
know they would only give it away! Most likely to poor people who might not even deserve the help. After
all, didn’t Jesus always check whether people deserved to be healed or fed before he helped them? -Well, even if he didn’t, that’s Jesus, not you. What does his response have to do with yours? You’re only
human—he’s…whatever. And don’t ask him about that! That could just start up a conversation you don’t
want to get into. Best not to bring it up.
Or, with all that money, they would spend some of it on useless items like formation programs,
children’s and youth activities, care and activities for the elderly, that sort of thing—projects that either
aren’t needed or that ought to pay their own way. When (and if) you ever have a few extra bucks to
waste, like from a huge inheritance, or when your accountant recommends it to reduce your taxes, make
sure you buy some piece of obscure liturgical paraphernalia that won’t get used much, so it will last a long
time. Centuries, even. And be sure you get your name engraved on it. Don’t waste such an opportunity
for earthly immortality.
Now, this is even above “above all:” Don’t pray about your own stewardship. Better yet, to be
safe, don’t pray at all, unless you need to ask for something. What if God answers that prayer with
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questions of his own-- and challenges? If you don’t want to hear the answer to a question, don’t ask the
question. Even with God. Especially with God.
Don’t ever forget that the practice of giving generously would change you! In ways you can
hardly now imagine! Do you really want that? They tell us all the time that God loves us just as we are,
so why mess with that? Becoming compassionate, non-judgmental, and generous-hearted now would be
over-achievement. It would be like handing in your research project two or three weeks before it was
due. Of course, in our case, we are not quite sure when it is due, or even when the semester ends…but
don’t worry about that. Cramming for finals is a long-practiced Christian tradition, dating back at least to
the Emperor Constantine, who was baptized on his deathbed. Now that guy had it down pat! Sure,
you’re going to become harp-worthy one of these days. But why rush it?
If you follow these cautions very intentionally, you will succeed in keeping your money in your
bank and investment accounts, where it belongs, and not in the hands of irresponsible church leaders
who will only misspend it. This plan will guarantee that your church will remain lean and mean, like your
business, the way you want it. It will stifle unnecessary and wasteful “ministries” that only coddle the
irresponsible and idle poor, such as the homeless and the unemployed, at the expense of hard-working,
home-owning, upright citizens. It will keep out the riff-raff, and hold down membership rolls to
manageable levels. Also, the less money that comes in to the congregation, the less they pass on to the
diocese, and that is always a positive side-effect.
I do not guarantee that you will always be able to pay the full salary of a seminary-trained,
professional priest, a music director, a church secretary, or a sexton, and certainly you won’t be wasting
money on a Christian educator or youth leader. But if you play your cards right, you can probably get as
clergy someone just as good-- well-read, and experienced in practical clergying, for practically nothing,
and you may be able to cut down on some of the clergy meddling and unrealistic expectations, if you can
keep that role down to part-time. The other should be done by volunteers who haven’t much else to do,
anyway.
It’s your money, and your mouth—put them both where you want them to serve you best. I’ve
laid out the alternatives before you as frankly and plainly as I know how. Now ask yourself: what kind of
church, and what kind of community, do I want to live in? What kind of God do I want to worship and
serve, and what does God want for me? Surely, the very best! Am I really willing to drive the Camry or
Avalon next time instead of the Lexus? Can I wear my outfits a few more times, or switch to some less
fashionable brands without dying from embarrassment? Can I drink the Americano sometimes, rather
than the Caramel Mocha Latte, and not barf? Could one of our long-weekend getaways be to one of the
state resorts instead of Kiawah? If the answer to these and other questions like them is a resounding
‘NO,’ then I’ve just equipped you with resolve to hold your ground and keep up your standards for
personal self-care.
But the choice is yours. You decide. Only you can.
Donald K. Vinson (The Rev. Canon)
Canon for Congregational Vitality
Diocese of West Virginia
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ECM Report
Kyle Hamilton
An enthusiastic volunteer team served 70 meals to the patrons of the Soup Opera on Saturday, October
15th. The team assisting me consisted of Lisa Capsey‐Baker, Bruce Hamilton, Donna Nuzum, Jenny,
Chuck & Carrington Reese, and Dana & Steve Riedeman. The third Saturday of each month is our
scheduled volunteer day. We look forward to continuing this important outreach ministry and are
constantly seeking “new” volunteers to help out. If you’d like to give it a try please contact me at 304‐
363‐0500 to find out more information. Our next volunteer day will be Saturday, November 19, starting
at 10:30 am. If you’d like to join this important ministry, please contact Kyle Hamilton at 304‐363‐0500,
ext.12 or kyle@wilsonfordlm.com.

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION
Donna J. Nuzum, Christian Education Director
Please join us for Christian Education on Sunday mornings,
Class Times:
School age (Ages 6-11) 9:30 to 10:15
Youth (Ages 12-???) 9:30 to 10:15
Preschool/K (Ages 2-5) 9:45-10:15
We will be having a Children's service this year on Christmas Eve. I would love to see all children be a
part of this. Youth you can be narrators and assistants. Please let me know if you are interested in
helping or being in this service.

We have a charter bus to “Bethlehem Walk” reserved for Dec. 3-4. “Bethlehem Walk” is in Short Pump,
Virginia, at Salem Baptist Church
One week every Christmas season, this church does this as a gift to any and all. The event is free but
other expenses (bus, hotel, play) make it are necessary to charge $135.00 per person. It is an actual
town built to resemble Bethlehem and consists of all volunteer actors and real animals. This is a very
moving and spiritual seasonal event that is outdoors and takes up about 10 acres. Let me know by Nov.
20th if you would like to attend. djnuzum@gmail.com

Please see bulletin board and weekly bulletin for updates.
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Important Dates to Remember
Sunday, November 6
21st Sunday after Pentecost
All Saints’ Sunday

10:30 a.m. Holy Eucharist celebrated by The Rev. Siobhán Patterson
The Baptism of Landon Jeffery Wallace
Christian Education beginning at 9:30 a.m.
Coffee Hour after the service

Sunday, November 13
22nd Sunday after Pentecost
.

10:30 a.m. Holy Eucharist celebrated by The Rev. Siobhán Patterson
Christian Education beginning at 9:30 a.m.
Coffee Hour after the service

Saturday, November 19

Christ Church Volunteer Day at the Soup Opera, 10:30 a.m. – 1:00 p.m.
(Need Volunteers) Call Kyle Hamilton at 366.5148.

Sunday, November 20
Last Sunday after Pentecost

10:30 a.m. Holy Eucharist celebrated by The Rev. Siobhán Patterson
Guest Preacher: Rev. Zack Drennen
Christian Education beginning at 9:30 a.m.
Luncheon and Presentation by Rev. Zack Drennen on the Elewana Education
Project in the Patterson Parish Hall after the service

Saturday, November 26

The Baptism of Brock Franklin Nichols celebrated by The Rev. Siobhán
Patterson

Sunday, November 27
First Sunday in Advent

10:30 a.m. Holy Eucharist celebrated by The Rev. Siobhán Patterson
Christian Education beginning at 9:30 a.m.
Coffee Hour after the service

.

Thanks to the generosity of several parishioners, we now have enough money to order new white
vestments and hangings. A list of those donors and their memorials will be published when the order is
finalized. The vestments and hangings will be dedicated when they have arrived and are ready for use.
We plan to order vestments and hangings each year, focusing a different liturgical color each year until
we have replaced everything that is in bad shape. There will be an opportunity to donate to those
purchases in the future. Again, thank you for the wonderful response to this need.
Ann Heim and Dana Riedeman, Altar Guild Chairpersons

Yoga Community Outreach
Place: Christ Episcopal Church
824 Fairmont Ave., Fairmont
Price: Donation Based
Donation Recommendation: $3.00-$7.00
Thursdays at 6:00 p.m. and Saturdays at 9:00 a.m.
Contact Sally for more information
Sally Tolka: (304) 694-0107 or sjotennant@aol.com

November Dates: November 3, 5, 10, 12, 17, and 19
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Liturgical Assistants Calendar:
If you cannot be at church on one of your appointed days, please make arrangements on your own for a replacement ahead of

Date

Service

Eucharistic Ministers

Lectors

Acolytes

Sacristans

**Ushers

Counters

11/6/11
10:30 am
B. Hamilton
B. Hamilton
N. Greely
Team 3
K. Brown
L. CapseyAll Saints’ Holy Eucharist
D. Hamilton
D. Hamilton
L. Marsh
All Season
J. Burford
Baker
Sunday
Holy Baptism
H. Baker
D. Blake
11/13/11
10:30 am
C. Carlot
A. Patterson
C. Boyles
Team 4
Baker Family
G. Metheny
22nd
Holy Eucharist
T. Steed
T. Steed
Abby W.
All Season
T. Steed
Sunday
Alec W.
after
Pentecost
11/20/11 10:30 am
K. Hamilton
K. Hamilton
N. Lopez
Team 1
G. Boyles
B. Hamilton
Last
Holy Eucharist
N. Hamilton
J. Hamilton
B. Metheny
All Season
L. Leon
L. WithersSunday
F. Thornton
Boyles
after
Pentecost
11/27/11 10:30 am
B. Barkley
J. Burford
M. Marsh
Team 2
Steed-Marsh B. Barkley
1st Sunday Holy Eucharist
D. Nuzum
M. Marsh
Alec W.
Purple
Family
L. Leon
in Advent
Abby W.
12/4/11
10:30 am
L. Capsey-Baker
D.Burnell
N. Lopez
Team 3
K. Brown
T. Balenger
2nd Sunday Holy Eucharist
J. Miller
C. Wood
H. Baker
Purple
J. Burford
L. Capseyin Advent
L. Marsh
Baker
time. Anyone still willing to volunteer for any of the above positions, please contact Melinda Parker at the church office.
Anyone that will not be available to serve on a Sunday for the upcoming month is asked to contact Dana Riedeman or Melinda.

**Ushers should be in place around 10:15 to serve as greeters for arriving worshipers and to
provide assistance to those needing help.

Christ Episcopal Church
824 Fairmont Avenue
Fairmont, WV 26554
Phone: 304.366.3471
E-mail: christchfmt@wvdsl.net
Website: fairmontepiscopal.com
Rector’s Cell Phone: 304.368.8858
Rector’s E-mail: christchfmt.rector@gmail.com
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